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Utopia 

We discovered in LFP #114 
what a simple step it would be to 
convert the world to Utopia. If we 
define Utopia as the best kind of a 
system that people can conceive, 
then I imagine that people would 
desire to have total Freedom in 
that system. Freedom to do wrong 
and learn from it. We very soon 
learn what the Golden Rule is all 
about. We learn that if we follow 
it, we get the best long term re¬ 
sults from people. "Do unto others 
as you would have them do unto 
you." It doesn’t take much experi¬ 
menting to see that it works! An¬ 
other way of saying it is; "What 
goes around, comes around." So we 
really won’t need any wo/man 
made laws. These two laws are 
laws of nature. They reward and 
they punish all by themselves, 
without a lawyer, court or jury. 


Freedom is not something you 
get by voting. 


No one will give you Freedom. 
Freedom is something that each 
individual must take for them self. 

I have a lot of Freedom. I get 
up in the morning when I feel like 
it. I work (for free) on this 
newsletter when I feel like it. I go 
for a nice long walk wherever and 
whenever I feel like it. Nobody 
bosses me around. I eat when and 
what I like. I cook the way I like. 
I goof-off whenever I please. I 
take a trip across the country 
when I choose to. I can do what¬ 
ever I please, which is limited only 
by my courage and the amount of 
money I have. I try to keep my 
desires within my budget, so I 
want not, what I can’t afford. This 
keeps me satisfied. 

Anyone can have this kind of 
Freedom, if they are willing to put 
forth the effort to set up their life 
to create this Freedom. "You got’ta 
pay the piper, if you wan’ta call 
the tune!" Most people prefer to be 
slaves and go with the flow and 
pretend that they are Free. 

I have this Freedom because I 
worked hard to learn some skills. I 
worked hard to make money. I 
saved some of it and invested it in 
something I had some expertise in. 
It grew. Andrew Carnegie said, 
"Keep your eggs all in one basket, 
and watch them grow." I retired 


when I was 42 years old in 1969, 
and have had 24 hours of Freedom 
per day since then. Except for 
about a year and a half when I 
recently got back into the rat race 
to make some more money. I was 
down to $6,000 of total assets (plus 
my car) and felt it was time to in¬ 
crease it and I did. It was so much 
easier to do now, than it was when 
I was first learning. 

I realize now that I could have 
retired at a much younger age than 
42, if I had know more of the lit¬ 
tle tricks of making money (legally 
of course). Hard work alone does 
not make one rich. You have to 
learn how to put your spare money 
to work for you. That is the real 
trick. But before that, one must 
learn some tricks of saving money. 
"It takes money to make money." 
And before that one must learn 
how to find or create and keep a 
job or a little business. And first 
of all a person must learn some 
saleable skill. One can learn from 
libraries and/or from on-the-job 
training. Just offering to work for 
free to learn a skill, is far better 
than doing nothing. There are 
good feeling when one is learning 
and/or earning. 

If one has a skill or learns to 
perform a service or produce a 
product that s/he can sell directly 
to the consumer, one can go into 
business for one’s self. One can 
operate from one’s home with 
many businesses. A small business 
can undersell the Big Corporations 
because BC’s have a tremendous 
over-head, like their pyramid of 
managers, who get big pay and 
stockholders to satisfy. Small busi¬ 
nesses can offer better service. 
There is unlimited opportunity out 
there in the market place for ev¬ 
eryone who wants more indepen¬ 
dence by being their own boss, 
i.e., wants more Freedom, if they 
are willing to offer better service 
at a cheaper price. 

Why Utopia? 

Is it more fun for you to give 
than to sell? All the people I’ve 
asked have said it is for them. 

Do you enjoy receiving a gift 
that you want, more than you en¬ 
joy spending your money to buy 
it? Here again people agree that 
they enjoy receiving gifts more 


than spending their money. If this 
is true for everyone. 


everyone would have more fun 


and everyone would get what they 
wanted for free too, with this 
Utopian system, the Priceless Eco¬ 
nomic System. 

Do you get better feelings when 
you work for someone as a volun¬ 
teer or when you work for money, 
where they can boss you around? 
Which gives you better feelings? 
That’s also easy to answer, isn’t it? 

So what’s the big hold up? Why 
don’t people help to make the 
change-over to this gift society, 
the PES? Can’t people figure out 
for themselves that then there 
would be no reason to have wars, 
starvation, homelessness, sexism, 
racism, ageism, robbery, pollution 
and taxes? Wouldn’t that be better 
than the way the world is today? 

Habit 

Is the answer really very sim¬ 
ple? Are we just stuck in a very 
very old habit? Our species has 
been so stuck in this old habit, of 
taking pay or profit for our work 
and in paying for almost every¬ 
thing, that we just can’t visualize 
doing it any other way. We have 
been living slave-lives for thou¬ 
sands of years and just can’t 
imagine the slave masters ever let¬ 
ting us have freedom. To keep 
from going insane, we have done 
the next best thing and that is to 
imagine that we are not slaves at 
all, and that we are Free People. 
So we don’t think that we need to 
change. Is this the way we believe? 

No Trust? 

Or do people feel that they 
would work for free, but they 
don’t trust that other people would 
do it? Are they afraid that they 
wouldn’t get anything for free in 
return? 

Perhaps both of these ideas are 
true. If so, how do we break our 
old habit of acting like a slave and 
how do we convince people that 
other people would give things for 
free too? 

Try It! 

A slave absorbs the mass media 
and acts and does what all the rest 
of the slaves do. In the olden days. 
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if a slave didn’t conform and do as 
the other slaves did s/he got 
whipped. Today we worry about 
what other people would think, if 
we didn’t conform (getting 
whipped mentally?). Regardless, 
many are not conforming today 
and are learning much better ways. 


What would a Free Person do? 


They would no longer think in 
terms of what would be best for 
the state or best for their group. A 
free person would think for 
him/herself and decide what 
thoughts or actions would be the 
best for themselves in the here and 
now and best for them in the fu¬ 
ture. They would learn to be as 
self-sufficient as they possibly 
could become. To be dependent on 
others means we must conform to 
their expectations in order to get 
what we want from them. The 
price is sometimes too high. If 
everyone took care of themselves, 
there would be no one that needed 
to be taken care of. 

A Free Person can see that the 
mass media mind-conditions peo¬ 
ple and lulls them into conform¬ 
ing. They divorce themselves from 
it and learn to live life first-hand 
in the here and now. They learn to 
figure out things for themselves 
and not allow profiteers, polit¬ 
icians and other leaders to milk 
them or send them to the slaugh¬ 
ter-house (wars or revolutions). 

The media keeps people too 
busy with entertainment to have 
the time to figure things out for 
themselves. Watching TV, videos 
and reading the paper occupies a 
large slice of people’s free time. 
All the sports, games, drinking, 
doping and chasing after the sex 
that the mass media stimulates, 
also keeps people too busy and 
broke to figure things out. They 
could be using their free time to 
learn how to make more money 
and how to make it easier and 
faster and thereby get themselves 
Free sooner. In todays world it 
takes some extra money to get 
Free. Slaves had to buy themselves 
out of indentured slavery a thou¬ 
sand years ago. We still do. 

I am not attempting to have 
you conform to my ideas — I 
merely urge you to figure things 
out for yourself. You have that 
capability, as we all do. The truth 
is available, if you look for it, but 
you won’t find much of it in the 
mass media (that includes best¬ 
seller books). 


Do It!. 

After we get ahead of the 
Game a little, some of us are try¬ 
ing Freedom out for ourselves. We 
start giving some or all of our 
work or products for free. See for 
yourself that there is more joy in 
your work because, as a volunteer, 
you have more control over the 
how, when, where, what, why and 
who of your work. When we took 
pay, we had to obey. You can ac¬ 
tually feel for yourself that it is 
more fun to give than it is to sell. 
The proof is in the pudding. 

Of course, before we can give 
our work or product away for 
free, we must have made some 
money so that we have some inde¬ 
pendence and we will be able to 
live too. We will have learned 
ways to save money and ways to 
live with very little money (unless 
we are wealthy already). Some 
make money in one area and give 
services free in another area. As 
Patch Adams, an MD, collects pay 
for giving lectures to corporation 
employees on how to stay healthy 
and gives his medical services free 
in another area of his life. I made 
money in investments in real estate 
and I give my newsletter free and 
my books at my cost. We do what 
we can and try to learn how to 
enjoy life at the same time. As 
other people see our independence 
and see us enjoying life more, 
they may get the courage to try. 

Old Habits Die Hard 

It is not easy to break an old 
habit! It can be done the easiest, if 
one replaces the old habit (of 
conforming) with a new activity. 
To fill in that gap, when one stops 
thinking like all the other slaves, 
one can ask her/himself, "What 
would happen if I don’t do this or 
that? Would it be more fun to do 
such and such? Would I be better 
off if I changed?" 

Watch TV and read the papers 
if you want to be mind condi¬ 
tioned or just wish to observe 
what slaves are taught to think 
about. Monkey see -- monkey do. 

Erudite? 

My writing is all so damn sim¬ 
ple. People don’t believe it. I 
surely wish someone who is more 
scholarly than I, would write these 
same ideas down in big words and 
make it sound very complicated. 
Then people would surely believe 
it and probably try it. Who knows? 


Book Reviews 

GOD BLESS YOU MR. ROSE¬ 
WATER by Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. 
1965. Dell Publishing Co. He talks 
about the "money river." Vonnegut 
tells us how the Money Game is 
played. A Hell of a good writer. 
Page 89, "... the widest, deepest 
river of wealth ever know to man. 
You’ll be shown your place on the 
river bank, and handed a bucket 
all your own. Slurp as much as you 
want, but try to keep the racket of 
your slurping down. A poor man 
might hear." 

TREVAYNE by Robert Ludlum, is 
an exciting novel of how the big 
defense conglomerate took control 
of the government. Maybe it actu¬ 
ally has! It is not difficult to see 
that the military gets an ever in¬ 
creasing funding from your tax 
dollars. The big defense corpora¬ 
tions get this money. What do you 
get from it? More taxes! 

Sale 

My books, I WAS ROBOT ($7.95) 
319 pages and FREE I GOT 
($8.95) 326 pages, are available to 
LFP subscribers for $2.00 each 
(while the supply lasts), plus 
postage. Postage for one book is 
$1.24 and for two books it’s $1.74. 

Tape 

On March 3, 1995, at 12:00 
noon I was interviewed by Don 
Olson on Fresh Air Radio in 
Minneapolis about the Priceless 
Economic System. I thought Don 
did an exceptionally good job of 
bringing out common objections 
which allowed me to clarify. 

Craig made a tape of the 30 
minute talk show. If there is any 
call for it he said he would have it 
duplicated. You can contact him if 
you want a copy. This will give 
him an idea on how many to order 
and that will effect their cost. 
Craig is at Mayday Books, 301 
Cedar Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 
55454. Phone: 612-333-4719. 

Subscriptions 

Free, but send stamps or money 
for the postage. Back issues avail¬ 
able for postage. 

Copy 

If you think these ideas are any 
good, please make copies of this 
paper and pass them along. 

Reprinting Permissible FREE 

3-20-95 Ernest Mann 
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